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Little Desert woodland

The Little Desert is part of an extensive reserve system in
Victoria’s far west - including Wyperfeld NP, Murray Sunset NP
and Hattah-Kulkyne NP - which showcases our semi-arid
landscapes. As strange as it may seem, these National Parks are
linked to an age when the ocean covered much of the Murray
River basin. When the sea retreated, vast volumes of
accumulated sand were left behind. Over millions of years the
sand was deposited in three immense east-west drifts by the
prevailing westerly winds. The area between these drifts is
suitable for dry land farming and was cleared for such purposes
in the post-war years. The sandy soil however didn'’t suit cropping
and was left largely untouched with the exception of some
grazing leases, salt mining and timber felling of the native
cypress pines.

Heath and horizon

A visit these days to the Little Desert offers the bushwalker quite
a different type of experience to other walking areas in the state.
Firstly, there aren’t the iconic views which you get in rocky or
mountainous areas. In a similar respect, there aren't the towering
forests or beautiful rivers and streams which we all seem to
admire. What the visitor will find instead in these semi-arid
National Parks is subtlety and the immensity of the sky that only
an unobstructed horizon can offer. The Little Desert is a place to
unwind and to find beauty, rather than have it thrust in your
presence.

Our interest was first directed towards the Little Desert (near
Horsham, 370 km from Melbourne) when we were looking for
somewhere to do a winter walk where we could get away from
the rain (and snow) which had set in across most of the state. A
little more searching and we found the 84km, three to four day
Desert Discovery Walk which has been designed to showcase
the different ecosystems that can be found in the park. These
include heathland, salt lakes, claypans, dry woodlands and the
Wimmera River, all of which proved to have their own appeal.

We decided to start at the western end of the walk, just south of
Nhill, because we wanted to camp by the Wimmera in the middle
of the walk. The access road was a little bit sandy but definitely
2WD territory. As the drive from Melbourne was pretty long
(about 4.5 hours) the short winter day caught up with us and
meant we had to pitch camp before we made it to the hut, which
had the pleasant consequence of being able to watch the sunset
by the campfire.

We made an early start the
next day and after half an
hour we had made it to the
simple but comfortable hut
and had a look around. Just
west of here the area had
burnt recently and the sparse
re-growth allowed you to see
the gently undulating contours all the way to the horizon. The
highlight of the day was spending time at two salt lakes which
gave us time to watch the birds, of which there are over 300
recorded species known to frequent the park. In between the two
lakes, on arise, is a viewing platform. From here you can see Mt
Arapiles, which appears very tall given that it is surrounded by an
endless plain. Eventually we made it to the Wimmera River,
which turned out to be a very popular and noisy spot, although
the presence of a relatively large body of water was interesting in
such a dry area.

Even though it had taken
quite some time, by the last
day we felt familiar in the
open surroundings of the
desert. Probably because of
this, we starting seeing a lot
more wildlife including emus,
kangaroos and countless birds. We passed another bushwalker’s
hut located next to a small lake which made a great place for
lunch and the rest of the day passed slowly.

Grasstrees

There is not much information published on the Desert Discovery
Walk. If you plan it as a three day walk then the days are almost
30 km each, so most people might find four days more enjoyable.
Make sure you take the maps and some sunscreen, because we
got burnt even though it was winter!



